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Sir:
I am confused by the article “Deaths associated with liposuction:

Case reports and review of the literature” by Platt et al. J Forensic
Science 2002;47(1)205–207.

The abstract describes the use of dilute local anesthesia with
lidocaine and epinephrine to perform liposuction. The authors
then describe three deaths in which the type of anesthesia is very
unclear. In case one, the anesthesia used was not mentioned,
although the procedure involved, liposuction with abdomino-
plasty, cannot be done with dilute local anesthesia. Was this case
done under general anesthesia? Cases two and three were per-
formed with no lidocaine in the tumescent fluid, and hence must
have been done under some other sort of anesthesia. What type
was used?

If these deaths occurred following liposuction under general
anesthesia or unconscious sedation, the abstract of this article is
grossly inaccurate and misleading. It should be retracted. In addi-
tion, the discussion has no relationship to the case reports.

It should be noted that at least three, and probably four, of the
Rao liposuction deaths mentioned in the discussion were per-
formed under general anesthesia and the fifth with intravenous nar-
cotics and benzodiazepines (1).

This is a very important point since liposuction under general
anesthesia has been associated with a large number of deaths and
injuries, while no deaths, and very few injuries, have been associ-
ated with liposuction under dilute local anesthesia (2–4).
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